
Oil City 

SAINT JOSEPH & SAINT STEPHEN PARISHES  

 

LITURGY & SACRAMENT SCHEDULE 

RECONCILIATION: (Confession)  
Saturday 3:00-3:40 PM (St. Joseph Church) 

and one weekday each week– see schedule inside.   

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS:                           SUNDAY MASS:                                    
4:00 PM (St. Joseph Church)             8:00 AM (St. Stephen Church) 
  35 Pearl Ave. Oil City, PA 16301   21 State St. Oil City, PA 16301 
5:40 PM (St. Stephen Church)                        9:45 AM (St. Joseph Church)  

Father John L. Miller III, Pastor   
Father Ian R. McElrath, Parochial Vicar  

Monsignor Andrew Karg  
Deacon Tim Wren  

814-677-3020 
oilcitycatholic.com  

           
         

     
 

Secretaries:         
  

 
Finance & Cemetery Administrator:      

  
 

Faith Formation Coordinator:     
  

 

Venango Catholic High School  
Mr. Brian Slider, M.A., Acting Headmaster  

814-677-3098 
www.venangocatholic.org 

1505 W. 1st St. Oil City, PA 16301 

Saint Stephen School  
Mrs. Mary M. Hajduk, M.Ed., Principal  

814-677-3035  
www.ststephen-school.org 

214 Reed St. Oil City, PA 16301 

Pregnant? Need Help?  814-432-2229 
24 Hour Hotline 800-712-4357 
 
Catholic Rural Ministry– 814-677-2032  
Eriercd.org/charities/crm/html 
Sr. Tina Geiger, RSM / Sr. Marian Wehler, OSB 
 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Center –814-677-0203 
311 Emerald St. Oil City, PA 16301 
 
Parish Prayer Coordinators: (SJ) Mary Smith   
814-676-9758 (SS) Rita Anderton  814-676-1641  
ritaanderton@yahoo.com 

Baptisms –Parents are required to attend a  
Pre-Baptismal Class. Please contact the office for 
information.  

 
Marriages –Please contact the office at least 6 months  
prior to wedding date to schedule instruction. 

 
Anointing of the Sick –Please notify the office when 
someone is seriously ill, hospitalized, homebound,  
or in need of a priest.   
After office hours: Call 814-677-3020   
Please use Emergency Extension 71. 

OFFICE INFORMATION CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK...

Pro-Life Thoughts... (Fr. Frank 
Pavone) Papal Encyclical: While there 
are differences in nature and moral 
gravity, contraception and abortion are 
often linked as fruits of a single tree.  

–The Gospel of Life, 13

Reflection: Contraception is more like the sister to 
abortion than the parent.  Pope St. John Paul II 
continues, “Such practices are rooted in a hedonistic 
mentality unwilling to accept responsibility in matters 
of sexuality, and they imply a self-centered concept of 
freedom, which regards procreation as an obstacle to 
personal fulfillment.”

Prayer: Lord, free us from the bitter fruits of a 
false idea of freedom and procreation.

PRO FAMILY / PRO LIFE NEWS

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 

A Special Thanks to Thomas W. Ward,
Financial Advisor   RAYMOND JAMES
814-676-6353 tom.ward@raymondjames.com

Don’t forget to mark your calendars: the Advent 
Regional Penance Service is on Sunday Dec. 2, at 3 p.m. at 
St. Stephen Church, a great way to start the new church year!

We have purchased Breaking Bread Hymnals for St. 
Stephen Church, and now both churches will have the same 
hymnals.  This will help the choir, which rotates between 
churches and now the hymnals at St. Stephen’s will contain 
the new Mass translation from 2011.  Also, in the new year we 
will be learning a beautiful new Mass setting as well.

As we pray for the victims killed and wounded at 
Thousand Oaks in California, I wanted to mention 
something I said in a recent homily.  The morning after I was 
watching TV, and it was so sad to see people hurting and 
grieving.  However, one of the college girls who survived 
really shocked me when she said to a reporter that “there 
was a lot of evil but even in the midst of evil, there was a lot 
of good….People came together and helped one another.”  
WOW!  I was really surprised, but I saw someone in a very 
bad situation who had faith and who trusted in God.  And 
that’s what we need to do as disciples of Christ.  With God’s 
grace, we can be hopeful and joyful, even amidst suffering 

and trying times.

I hope you had a good, restful, 
peaceful Thanksgiving holiday.  Here is some 
interesting history from History.com, traveling 
back in time four centuries: “In September 

1620, a merchant ship called the Mayflower set sail from 
Plymouth, a port on the southern coast of England.  

Regional Advent Penance Service 
Sunday, December 2nd beginning at 3pm 

at St. Stephen Church.

Advent is our time of preparation for the Coming of Christ at 
Christmas. What a beautiful way to “Make Room In Your Heart” 

by getting rid of what holds you back in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Congratulations to Edward & Virginia White Hartle who 
celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary 

on November 22nd. 

St. Joseph Church Steeples will be lit the week of 
November 25th in Memory of Tracy & Mark Schossler 

by Mom & Dad

Sanctuary Light at St. Joseph Church will be lit the week 
of November 25th in Memory of Dianne Phillips 

by Religious Education Staff.  

IMPORTANT NEWS….

Typically, the Mayflower’s cargo was wine and dry goods, but 
on this trip the ship carried passengers: 102 of them, all 
hoping to start a new life on the other side of the Atlantic.  

Nearly 40 of these passengers were Protestant 
Separatists–they called themselves ‘Saints’–who hoped to 
establish a new church in the New World.  Today, we often 
refer to the colonists who crossed the Atlantic on the 
Mayflower as ‘Pilgrims.’… While today’s Thanksgiving 
celebrations would likely be unrecognizable to attendees of 
the original 1621 harvest meal, it continues to be a day for 
Americans to come together around the table—albeit with 
some updates to pilgrim’s menu.”

As we begin the final week of the Church year, the 
biblical readings frequently reflect an eschatological tone, the 
“end times” (death, judgment, Heaven, Hell), causing us to 
reflect on our mortality and life in general.  On this Christ 
the King Sunday, the 2nd Reading is from the Book of 
Revelation, and Jesus says “I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the one who is and who was and who is to 
come, the almighty.” Are you in full communion with the 
Church as a practicing Catholic?  Do you know a friend or a 
loved one who wants to return to the fold but who needs to 
make a change in their life (start attending Sunday Mass 
weekly, or perhaps have their marriage validated in the 
Church)?  God wants us to be in a state of grace, but He 
respects our free will.  Choose Jesus, the way, the truth, and 
the life!

Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church, pray for us.  
Father Miller



NOVEMBER 24-25, 2018        Christ The King

DAILY MASSES

MONDAY             Nov. 26
7:00AM       St. Stephen Church 

Bob Urban
(Fred & Judy Buckholtz)

8:00AM    St. Joseph Church 
Monica Keith
(Mr. & Mrs. Dan Mansfield)

TUESDAY        Nov. 27
7:00AM St. Stephen Church 

Joe & Edna Foy
(Joe & Deleen Foy)

12 –1PM          St. Stephen Church 
Adoration & Rosary 

WEDNESDAY  Nov. 28
7:00AM  St. Stephen Church 

Ryan & Tara O’Connor 
(Pat Welsh)

Adoration & Confession before 8am Mass 
8:00AM St. Joseph Church 

Marcia Rapp
(Anonymous)

THURSDAY   Nov. 29
12:10PM Our Lady Help of

Christians 
Joan Marki
(Jim Marki)

FRIDAY        Nov. 30 
7:00AM          St. Stephen Church 

Karen Hadden (Family)
11:00AM    Venango Catholic H.S.

WEEKEND MASSES

SATURDAY December 1
3-3:40PM Confessions 

St. Joseph Church 
35  Pearl Ave. 
Oil City, PA 16301

4:00PM (Vigil)
St. Joseph Church
Norma Eisenman 
Foletti
(Patty & Steve English)

5:40PM (Vigil)
St. Stephen Church 
Steven C. Zacherl
(Mother)

SUNDAY December 2
8:00AM St. Stephen Church 

People of the Parish 

9:45AM St. Joseph Church
Poor Souls in Purgatory
(Anonymous)

MINISTERS FOR DECEMBER 1-2 

SERVERS:
4:00 PM Hannah Plowman

Dylan Socha-Kachik 
5:40 PM Jacob & Sarah Teeter 
8:00 AM Thomas Fink

Parker Slagle
9:45 AM Isaac Loll

Sam Puleo

LECTORS: 
4:00 PM Natalie Toscano 
5:40 PM Deb Lutz 
8:00 AM Mary E. McNellie 
9:45 AM Mary Beth Hutchinson

HOLY COMMUNION MINISTERS: 
4:00 PM Marcia Camp, Vicky 

London, Susan Williams, 
Fred Winters, Patty Yee 

5:40 PM Mary Kay Berlin, Dan Karg,
Dawn Salata, Bob Schumacher,
Deb Schumacher

8:00 AM Bob Bablak, Rosalie 
Bablak, Tom McNellie, 
Kathryn Ostroske, Loretta 
Warcholik 

9:45 AM Joan Slater, Stephen Feather, 
Cindy  Kiskadden, Pat Welsh,
Theresa Zlotnicki 

WELCOME & GREETING
4:00 PM Kathy Giles, Maxine Hahn 
5:40 PM Mark Heim, Lynn Marshall
8:00 AM Abbie  & James Porterfield
9:45 AM Jeannette Biltz, Shelly Feather

THE FEAST OF 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

IS DECEMBER 8TH 
This beautiful Holy Day of Obligation 

is our reminder of God’s plan for 
salvation for each one of us. Let us 
celebrate Mary’s “YES “ to His plan!

Are you and your family ready for the BEST ADVENT EVER? What?????? Here’s how!
Advent is a powerful opportunity to engage your family into a deeper experience of Christmas. Just go on-line to: 

BestAdventEver.com/YoureInvited This is a FREE email program that will help you slow down and focus 

on what matters most during the busy season ahead. You will experience Advent in a way you haven’t 
before, leading to the Best Christmas of your lives!

Advent Prep for Digital Disciples—Resources to Enhance Your Advent Journey
By Sr. Caroline Cerveny, SSJ-TOSF, D.Min (catechist.com) EXERPT FROM Catechist Magazine

1. Prepare for the Nativity of Jesus using resources from the digital world that surrounds us. Enhance the 
Advent journey by using your computer, smartphone, or tablet as a “digital disciple”. 
2. DECEMBER 2nd is the First Sunday of Advent. *View a two minute video about Advent here:  
CATmag.us/2LQgNWI.  **Find a blessing for your Advent wreath at: CATmag.us/2LPRrbc. *Discover how to make an Advent 
wreath here:  CATmag.us/2LDXnEJ. 
3. DECEMBER 6th is the Feast of St. Nicholas, a bishop in 4th century Greece.  He was known to offer small gifts to others by 
leaving a gift in their shoes. Here is a link where parents and children can create a unique card for a member of your family with 
a special message for them.  CATmag.us/2KdFTct. 

ADVENT HAPPENINGS

APOLOGETICS BOOK STUDY

Our 14 week book study, The Light of Christ: An Introduction 
to Catholicism, by Father Thomas J. White, OP 

CONTINUES this Monday December 3rd from 6-7pm and 
Wednesday December 5th from 3:30 - 4:30pm at St. Stephen 

Church Social Hall… All are welcome to join us!

BIBLE STUDY / THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

“Jesus, the Compassionate Saviour” Chapters 1-11 continues this  

Thursday, Dec. 6th (2 classes—same class repeated) 

10:15-11:45AM and 6:30—8PM at Assumption Social Hall.

Future dates of this study are Dec. 13th, 20th & Jan. 3rd.

Questions? Please call Sr. Tina or Sr. Marian 814-677-2032

FAITH FORMATION NEWS



St. Joseph Rosary Society Christmas Party 
Sunday December 9th @ 12:30pm. 

Location is the Days Inn / 1 Seneca St. Oil City
Dinner choice: Stuffed Pork Chops or Braised Steak

Cost: $15.00 per person
**Please RSVP by NOVEMBER 30TH** 

to Mary Smith   814-676-9758
All rosarians across the Oil City Catholic Community are 

invited to Come Celebrate Together!

PARISH FAITH FORMATION NEWS / From the Diocese

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Parents, Guardians and 
Students, Classes December 2nd, K-10 at 11am—
12:15pm. All should have new schedules for 2018-19 
school year. Please email the faith formation office if 
you have not received one. occcreled@gmail.com

CONFIRMATION STUDENTS: Our next class is 
Sunday December 2nd at VCHS from 
6:15—8:30pm. Please be prepared 
with journals and blue books. 
***Please note: We will not have an 
official date from the Diocese for 
Confirmation until the beginning of 
the year. As soon as we find out the 
date, we will let all students, families 
and sponsors know.  

Child Protection & Creating Safe Environments
Code of Conduct: The Diocese of Erie is committed to 

protecting the children and youth who are entrusted to its 

care and to ensuring that those in ministry with our young 

people are in right relationship with the children/youth 

receiving services. To share in the ministry of Christ is a 

great privilege as well as a tremendous responsibility. The 

privilege is the joy of sharing in the mission of Jesus 

Himself. The responsibility is acting in a way that 

conforms to the attitude and actions of Christ. In this spirit, 

the diocese has issued a ministerial Code of Conduct. The 

code is included in the diocesan Policy for the Protection of 

Children, which also includes mandates for creating safe 

environments. To read the policy, go to https://

www.eriercd.org/images/sections/childprotection/pdf/

CURRENTPolicy.pdf For more information, contact 

Mrs. Cindy Zemcik, at the Diocese 814-824-1195.

Our Gratitude to ALL 

who support our 

Parishes!
Collection from November 
17-18 will be published in 

the 

All announcements for the bulletin 
must be received at the office by email 
or delivered no later than MONDAY 

AT NOON for publication the 
following weekend. 

Thank you!
office@oilcitycatholic.com

DIOCESE LAUNCHES FREE E-NEWSLETTER!
Have you subscribed to the Diocese of EriE-News?  

It’s easy to do and it’s free!  To receive your email edition 

each week, simply visit nwpaCatholic.com
Click on the “subscribe” button, and provide a few lines of 

basic information.  Every Monday morning, you will receive 
headlines and photos with links to Diocesan, national and 
Vatican news.  You’ll also see a tweet sent out from Bishop 

Lawrence Persico or from the diocese.  
Sign up today and stay in the know!  

ENGAGEMENT ENCOUNTER 
What better way to show your support of an upcoming 

marriage than with a gift that lasts a lifetime: Engagement 
Encounter. The next EE will be held on January 25th-27th in 

Erie at St. Mark Catholic Center. Space is limited and early 
registrations are encouraged. Call the Family Life Office for 

details at 814-824-1261, or email at familylife@erieRCD.org.  
Also, you may register online at www.eriecd.org/ee.htm. 

Remember, “A wedding is one day, 
but marriage is for a lifetime”. 

IMPORTANT PARISH INFORMATION

PASTORAL PLANNING PROCESS UPDATE
OCTOBER 2018 PARISH PROJECT: 

WELCOMING AND BELONGING 

Deacon Steve Washek, our new Executive Director of Faith 
Formation for the Diocese of Erie, is organizing a series of 

regional meetings in early 2019 during which groups of parishes 
will brainstorm ideas about both welcoming and belonging, and 
then strategize about how to implement the ideas. In preparation, 

he is asking that all parishes answer two questions:
1. Identify one concrete example your parish is either doing or 

would like to do to enhance its commitment to welcoming.
2. Identify one concrete example your parish is either doing or 

would like to do to enhance its commitment to belon in .

Please send your individual responses to: 

ParishProject@Erie.org 

YOUR IMPUT IS IMPORTANT please respond no later 
than Monday December 10, 2018.

Definition for Welcoming: At its root, true welcome is a spiritual 
discipline that reminds us of how we ourselves have been received 
by Christ. Welcome can be extended in countless ways. A smile, an 
introduction, an invitation are all small exercises that, as with any 
exercise, are building blocks to something greater. However, Jesus’ 
idea of welcome is not a banal greeting, but a genuine 
interpersonal exchange through which he initiates a relationship-
with the one called. So, welcome is much more then saying “Hi,” it 
is the first step in building a relationship with the one we have 
encountered.   Definition for Belonging: Is a feeling that you are a 
value to the community. Those who feel they belong experience 
their parish and the church as a place that supports them 
throughout their lives in Christ. Research has shown that an 
engaged parishioner is one who knows he or she belongs. They are 
more likely to have a strong psychological connection to their 
parish, are more spiritually committed; are more likely to invite 
friends and family to parish events; organize their lives around their 
parish because through it, their faith has grown and deepened; 
have found opportunities to serve and help others in their parish; 
and have developed their most meaningful interpersonal 
relationships in their parish and the church.



SCHOOL RESUMES on Tuesday, November 27th from 
Thanksgiving Break.

St. Stephen School is accepting applications for a 
LONG TERM SUBSTITUTE TEACHING POSITION 
for the second semester of the current school year. Please 
send your application, resume, clearances, certifications 
and references to the school at 214 Reed St., Oil City, PA 
16301. ATTN: Mrs. Hajduk.

GIRLS JV & VARSITY BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT will be held November 30th through 
December 1st at the school. Come cheer on the Lady 
Knights!

SSS BIG RAFFLE TICKETS  have been distributed. If 
you need more, please contact the office. Please return 
tickets to school by December 20th or to the rectory by 
December 27th. 

SPONSOR A CHILD FOR 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION
St. Stephen School has several 
deserving students whose families 
struggle with tuition payments.  
Donations in any amount to full 
tuition will help the school fulfill 
its mission of providing quality               
Catholic education to all who seek 
it.  Contributions can be sent to the 

school Scholarship Fund at 214 Reed St., Oil City. 
Anyone interested in sponsoring a child’s full tuition may 
contact Mrs. Hajduk directly at 677-3035  for details.

SANTA BREAKFAST will be held on SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 1ST from 8:30 to 11:30AM in the school 
cafeteria.  Santa will be visiting from 10AM-11AM.  
There will also be a Chinese Auction with many great 
items.  Tickets for breakfast are $6 for adults, $4 for 
students, 2 and under are free. 

ST. STEPHEN SCHOOL NEWS                                   

SCHOOL RESUMES on Tuesday, November 27th from 
Thanksgiving Break. 

PURSE BINGO YOU ARE INVITED! 
Come spend a fun-filled afternoon at 
VCHS on SATURDAY DECEMBER 
8TH. Doors open at Noon and BINGO 
begins at 1:30pm. *WIN DESIGNER 
PURSES by playing Bingo!!!* (Kate 
Spade, Michael Kors, Coach, Dooney & 
Bourke and Vera Bradley) Tickets are 
$25.00 per person and can be purchased 
at VC, St. Stephen School in Oil City 
and St. Patrick School in Franklin. **Also  Side and Chinese 
Auctions include Bags, Clutches, Totes and other Goodie 
Baskets! CALL 814-677-3098 to buy a ticket or for more 
information.

CONGRATULATIONS! To Ashley Barletta & Natalie 
Janidlo, who recently participated in the DME (Divine 
Mercy Encounter) Retreat in Erie. May God continue to 
bless you ladies! JESUS WE TRUST IN YOU!

DID YOU KNOW???  That Venango Catholic has the highest 
composite SAT scores in the tri-county area? AND they have a 
96% graduation rate? AND 94% higher education/military 
placement. AND TUITION ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE! 
Contact Deborah Lesko in admissions for more information. 
deborah.Lesko@venangocatholic.org

VENANGO CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY CENTER

St. Elizabeth Center is located at 311 Emerald St. in 
Oil City. They can ALWAYS USE staple items for the food 
center, such as: Peanut Butter, Dry Cereal, Canned Fruit, 
Crackers, Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce, Noodles, Boxed Meals.

At this time of year, they can also use extra Plastic Bags 
you may have at home (Giant Eagle/Walmart) to help with 

the distribution of food and clothing.  
HOURS ARE: Monday & Wednesday 10AM to 2PM 

Saturday 9AM to Noon

KNIGHTS

VIKINGS

Pennsylvania

CatholicMatch.com/goPA

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://myParishApp.com
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O I L  C I T Y  C A T H O L I C
 

Our weekly bulletin is entirely supported by the  
sponsors that appear on the back pages

Constant weekly presence reminds people to use your business

Shows you like to give back to the community 

Change your ad copy to promote specials or seasonal services

You are helping the church with their communication efforts

 

Help us reach and inform our parishioners  
with weekly communication efforts

Do you or someone you know have a great  
business in town that should be on the bulletin?

If so please contact Diocesan at 1-800-233-8200 
to reserve space on the new color bulletin
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O I L  C I T Y  C A T H O L I C
C O M M U N I T Y 

NEEDS YOUR HELP!

Our weekly bulletin is entirely supported by the  
sponsors that appear on the back pages

Constant weekly presence reminds people to use your business

Shows you like to give back to the community 

Change your ad copy to promote specials or seasonal services

You are helping the church with their communication efforts

Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

Help us reach and inform our parishioners  
with weekly communication efforts

Do you or someone you know have a great  
business in town that should be on the bulletin?

If so please contact Diocesan at 1-800-233-8200 
to reserve space on the new color bulletin

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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