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May 24, 2020 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
  Greetings in this special time of year between the Ascension of the Lord and Pentecost 
Sunday!  It has been a very challenging time during this pandemic, life has been very different, 
especially not having public Masses.  Bishop Persico has given permission, and established 
protocols, for the resumption of public Masses in the Erie Diocese.  There is latitude and flexibility 
given to each parish.  The earliest date to begin is June 1, and, after conferring with Fr. McElrath, 
Deacon Joe, and parish leadership, regarding safety protocols and logistics, we believe this is a 
realistic start date.  Therefore, starting June 1, Masses will resume with the regular weekday Mass 
schedule at St. Joseph Church (Mon., Wed., Fri. at 8 a.m., and Tue., Thurs. at 12:10 p.m.), and the 
weekend Mass schedule will include one modification: the Saturday 5:40 p.m. Mass will be on 
Saturday morning, 9 a.m., at St. Joseph Church (weekend schedule: Saturday: 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. at 
St. Joseph; Sunday: 8 a.m. at St. Stephen, 9:45 a.m. at St. Joseph).  
  
  There are a lot of details, but I would like to emphasize the following: 
1) The Dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday and holy day Masses remains in place.  
In other words, there is still NO obligation to attend Mass on Sundays.   
2) Parishioners who are in high risk categories, as well as those who are not feeling well, are to stay 
home. 
3) Regarding the liturgy, Masses are to be kept very simple, as the Bishop explained during his 
Virtual Town Hall meeting on May 21.  Among other things, this means: 
 a) no exchange of the sign of peace, 
 b) no distribution of the Precious Blood, 
 c) no holy water in fonts, 
 d) no greeting of parishioners at the door before or after Mass, and 
 e) no choir and no music (this provision could change, but the Bishop recommended, 

    during the Town Hall, “that we do no singing at all as we begin this process”), and 
    hymnals are not permitted to be used at this time. 

4) Everyone, except the liturgical ministers in the sanctuary, are to wear masks and practice social 
distancing. 
5) Pews, door handles, door plates, and other common surfaces are to be wiped down between 
Masses. 
6) Only every third pew may be used.  Members of the same household may sit together, otherwise 
social distancing is to be practiced. 
7) Collection baskets are not to be used in the pews.  Baskets will be placed near the Church 
entrances, and you may drop your envelope or loose change in the basket on the way in. 



8) Communion Rite:  
a) Unless there is a need, only priests or deacons will distribute Communion. 
b) The Bishop strongly recommends Communion in the hand, but the right to receive on the 
    tongue remains in place. 
c) There is to be only a single-file line down the main aisle during Communion, even if 
     there are two Communion stations. 
d) Those approaching for Communion should sanitize their hands before entering the line to  
     receive Communion.  Please bring your own hand sanitizer. 
e) If a priest or deacon accidentally makes physical contact with a communicant, he will 
    stop and use hand sanitizer before he proceeds to the next communicant. 

9) At the end of Mass, parishioners should depart in an orderly manner maintaining social distance 
and should go directly to their vehicles.  There is to be no gathering in the church, in the vestibule, 
or in the parking lot. 
10) There are additional norms for Confirmations, Marriages, and Funerals.  Everything discussed 
above, including the additional norms, can be found by going to the www.eriercd.org website.   

 
There will probably be some trial and error, so please be patient as we begin public Masses.  

I know that some of the above measures may make you feel like we are doing away with elements 
that are beneficial to us when we attend Mass.  I agree, but in this extraordinary situation, some 
lower goods are being suspended (the sign of peace, socializing after Mass, etc.) for the sake of a 
higher good (divine worship together, celebrating the greatest of all the Sacraments—the Mass). 
 
  During the Town Hall, the Bishop said “This has been difficult for all of us, believe me.  Not 
just you, but also for me.  And, what I’m learning, as we move through this pandemic, is that the 
road ahead has significant challenges for all of us.”  There were big challenges in the early Church, 
especially after Jesus’ Ascension into Heaven (I wonder if the feelings we might currently have 
about not receiving the Eucharist overlap with how the disciples felt after Jesus “left them” and 
went to Heaven?)  With the sending of the Holy Spirit, with the hard work, sacrifices, and prayers 
of the early disciples, things worked out very well despite great hardships.   
 
 We’re excited to see you again, but I want to urge caution.  If you decide to come, the three 
big preventive measures include social distancing, facemasks, and sanitizing the hands.  Navigating 
uncharted waters is demanding, but if we all work together as the Body of Christ, with God’s grace 
we will get through this.  When Jesus walked on water on the Sea of Galilee, the disciples were 
scared, and our Lord said to them: “It is I.  Do not be afraid.”  The Lord accompanies us in these 
trying times.  Thank you for your prayers.  We have been praying for you daily.  Please remember 
Deacon Joe in prayer, who will be ordained a priest on Friday, May 29 at 4 p.m. (go to 
www.eriercd.org to watch it livestreamed)!   
 
God bless you, 
 
 
 
Father John Miller      Father Ian McElrath 
Pastor        Parochial Vicar 
 


